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25 November 2015 

 

To whom it may concern 

 

We are delighted to be working in collaboration with Zoran Jakimov and the VOX365NZ 
project. Of particular interest to our research team is the exploration of artists and their 
contributions to ideas of citizenship in Aotearoa New Zealand.  

Our intention is to take both the short video clips and the unedited interviews from the project 
as data for analysis, looking particularly at notions of identity construction and development. 
From this perspective, we are interested in artists as leaders, specifically in generating 
conversation through their art practices around questions of social character. Furthermore, we 
hope to understand the multi-cultural and multi-ethnic dimensions of our New Zealand context, 
and to that end we will be noting the impact of migrants’ stories on the ways that these notions 
of identity are taking shape.  

We expect that this project will be longitudinal and take 3 to 5 years in its gestation and 
realisation. During this time frame we will be using material from the project to inform 
classroom discussions around notions of turangawaewae; giving presentations to scholars and 
practitioners at international conferences about the role of artists as leaders; writing Journal 
articles for international audiences focusing on issues of identity, citizenship and leadership; and 
writing editorial articles for magazines and newspapers to raise public awareness of the issues. 

The research team is from Massey University and comes under the umbrella of CORG (the 
Creativity and Organizations Research Group) comprising: Dr Ralph Bathurst, Dr Margot 
Edwards, Dr Damian Ruth, Associate Professor Janet Sayers from the School of Management, and 
Dr Trudie Cain and Dr Rand Hazou from the Schools of People, Environment & Planning, and 
English & Media Studies respectively. We each have interests in researching the arts and artists 
and together we are interested in exploring the nexus of arts, business, and society. 

We are looking forward to this collaboration with the VOX365NZ project and believe it will make 
a significant contribution to understanding citizenship in space and place within Aotearoa New 
Zealand and Auckland City. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Dr Ralph Bathurst 

 


